
 Originally published in MNSOTA’s String Notes — Spring 2011 (Vol. 13, No. 3)

Food for Thought
“Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom 
and philosophy. Music is the electrical soil 
in which the spirit lives, thinks and invents.” 

Ludwig van Beethoven

“Ability is what you’re capable of doing. 
Motivation determines what you do. Atti-
tude determines how well you do it.” 

Lou Holtz

“Sustained concentration is a learnable 
skill. It’s not something you’re born with; 
it’s something you develop through daily 
practice.”

Steve Siebold

“Music is the universal language of all 
mankind.” 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

“Music is the shorthand of emotion. Emo-
tions which let themselves be described in 
words with such difficulty, are directly con-
veyed…in music, and in that is its power 
and significance.” 

Leo Tolstoy

“I have been impressed with the urgency of 
doing. Knowing is not enough; we must 
apply. Being willing is not enough; we 
must do.” 

Leonardo da Vinci

“Appreciation is a wonderful thing: it makes 
what is excellent in others belong to us as well.” 

Voltaire


